This is the story of a courageous woman who took it on the chin —
when life handed her three devastating blows in short order: loss of
vision, diabetes and multiple sclerosis.

It records her life from marriage at the end of World War II, on
discharge from the Australian Army and a honeymoon at Port
Douglas, then almost a ghost town where, charmed with its primitive
‘difference’, glorious scenery and possibilities as a future tourist
attraction, she and her husband Peter bought a small hilltop acreage
and set about turning the possibilities into reality.

During the next five years of battling the primitive conditions and
post-war shortages of almost everything, they built from the bare hill-
side an attractive open-air restaurant and holiday resort which
established a reputation that drew visitors from all over Australia.

Following that strenuous but rewarding time as pioneers in the Far
North and an idyllic holiday on a Barrier Reef island, — though not
without its trauma — they were attracted by the idea of growing
pineapples in a new venture just starting in the Tully area. However,
this proved disastrous through political skulduggery and bad manage-
ment; and they went south, to Sydney and a different lifestyle where
Julie’s physical handicaps determined her future.

Retirement to Norfolk Island, which became their home for the next
twenty years, saw the gradual deterioration of her condition which,
despite its necessitating her becoming a permanent patient in the local
hospital, was faced and sustained with cheerfulness and lack of
complaint that won the admiration and love of all who knew her.

The story is told by her husband; a poignant but inspiring tale which
will win the sympathy and understanding of all who have come to
know the meaning of suffering borne with courage and fortitude of a
high order.




