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OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE KNOWLEDGE ON NORFOLK ISLAND

Audience for and purpose of this paper

This paper has been drafted in particular for students studying under the aegis of the CUC
Study Hub based at 72 Taylors Road. More generally, however, it is relevant to any
Norfolk Islander who has useful knowledge to share and preserve.

The paper itemises various platforms available to anyone to share their emerging
knowledge about any subject of relevance to their studies or their wider curiosity-led
interests. Its rationale is firstly, that deeper knowledge is attained about a subject by
writing about it or summarising it for an audience than simply reading about it in a
textbook; and secondly, that numerous Islanders have knowledge that warrants long-term
preservation for the benefit of the wider public and posterity.

A key distinction

When disseminating knowledge, there is a key distinction between knowledge that is
confirmed or edited or reviewed by others expert in the field; and knowledge that is non-
validated anecdote. Social media is in the second category. Even if material is authored by
an eminent expert, the platform is considered to be ephemeral and the material has no
scholarly status unless and until it is sifted through some form of validation.

A special case of validation is “peer review” which is the traditional procedure by which
technical knowledge has been validated — by experts, usually anonymous.

The practice of peer review was inaugurated in 1665 in London by the Royal Society and
in France. Key features were that the material was reviewed by experts (to weed out
shallow or invalid material), published (to make it available to the world), dated (to
determine precedence) and archived (to ensure its durability). See attachment.

Platforms available to Norfolk Islanders
Social media is not considered further in this paper.

Public presentation

A public presentation forces the presenter to order their thoughts in a logical manner and
to discard superfluous material. If it’s not recorded, it can be described as ephemeral
although the investment of time and thought can be valuable to the presenter.

Recording can enhance its value greatly. An audiovisual record of the presentation or a
documentary transcription or summary can be published on one of the relevant websites
described in the next section.

Newspaper or magazine
The Norfolk Islander and Discover Norfolk publish content-rich knowledge.



Website publication

Several websites are available to publish documentary or audiovisual material. The three
mentioned last below are captured by the National Library of Australia once a year
meaning that their content is preserved in perpetuity (to the extent that that is possible
with digital media).

The Norfolk Island Flora and Fauna Society (for material about natural history and
conservation). https://norfolkislandfloraandfauna.net/

The Food and Farming Alliance (for material about edible plants — fruit and vegetables).
https://foodandfarming.nf/

The Norfolk Island Historical Society (for material about the people and their culture,
other than contemporary material. For material about the governance of the Island,
“contemporary” is deemed to be later than the establishment of the Norfolk Island
Governance Committee in August 2023). https://norfolkislandhistoricalsociety.nf/

The Parks and Recreation Collection (for material about parks, open space, leisure,
recreation and sport. The geographical scope of this site is Australia, New Zealand and the
Western Pacific but it is incorporated on Norfolk Island and the Webmaster will readily
create pages specifically for Norfolk Island subjects). https://parcaustralia.com.au/

The Knowledge and Learning Centre (for material about life and living on Norfolk Island,
including its people, its governance and culture, but tending not to include material that
is more appropriate for one of the above websites). https://knowledgecentre.nf/

Special note: for any of the last four mentioned, a password can be given to a person to
manage a page by themselves instead of relying on the Webmaster. The skill required to
upload material into a WordPress website is a valuable universal skill.

Peer-reviewed journal
Every student being supervised by an experienced academic will be made aware of the
journals particularly relevant to their field.

The Australian National University has the centre most renowned in Australia for Pacific
studies https://pacificinstitute.anu.edu.au/ .

The Royal Society of New Zealand has published Norfolk Island science.

The Royal Society of Queensland has published its Proceedings almost annually since
1884. It is the senior generalist journal dedicated to Queensland “science”, with “science”
defined broadly. Recently the Society resolved that Norfolk Island would be deemed to be
within Queensland for the purpose of publication. The Editor and the Policy Coordinator
and are willing to shepherd a manuscript from an early career or novice author through to
publication. The journal is published online open access.

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/publications/proceedings/
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Scientific Method — First scientific publication

“Philosophical Transactions, Giving some Account of the present Undertakings,
Studies, and Labours of the Ingenious in many considerable parts of the World”.

First published 1665, sponsored by Royal Society in London.

Featured modern functions of the scientific journal — registration (date stamping and
provenance), certification (peer review), dissemination and archiving.

First Editor wrote:

"We must be very careful as well of regist'ring the person and time of any new
matter, as the matter itselfe, whereby the honor of the invention will be reliably
preserved to all posterity”.

Scientific knowledge is recorded and builds on past knowledge. Knowledge expands
exponentially and indefinitely.

Peer review means validation by experts, notionally independent of political and
commercial pressure and personal ideologies. It is the foundation of the enormous
advances in knowledge since the mid-1600s.

Peer review nowadays is conducted on either a single-blind or double-blind basis.
Single-blind means that the referees are anonymous to the author, but the author’s
name is revealed to the referees. Double-blind means that the article being studied is
cleansed of references to the author’s name so that referees do not know the name of
the author. Normally two referees are invited to review the manuscript, or a third if
other referees differ widely in their assessment.

Referees’ feedback may be passed through directly by the Editor to the author, or may
be summarised. Neither the Editor nor the author is obliged to follow the referees’
feedback, usually an Editor will ask the author to explain why if the author declines to
accept a referee’s critique.

Research dissertations are usually handled on a single-blind basis. Often, the names of
referees of a research dissertation will be revealed after the degree has been awarded.
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